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countries. Our country produces only iron and soldiers
whom we know how to employ against those who molest
us unjustly/'1 Along with this message Dumas sent some
bottles of French wine as a present to RaghujL As Mal-
leson well observes, "the Nantes cordials had given the
French an ally against which he (Raghujl) was a child.
These cordials were to be obtained by any means and it
seemed they could only be secured by friendly communi-
cations with Dumas. The determination to possess them
led to negotiations, which ended finally in a pacification/'*
The bold and chivalrous attitude of Monsieur Dumas
won for him as well as for the French nation a high repu-
tation all over India. Nizamu'1-Mulk sent him a letter of
appreciation  accompanied  with   a  dress  of  honour as
a   sign   of   his   favour.   The   letter   runs :   "This  is
written   under   the   seal   of   Nizamu'1-Mulk   who   is
Minister   like   Asaf,   who   regulates   and   disposes  of
everything, and who is brave and victorious in battle,
the supreme lord to whom all the officers of the king
without any exception are in subservience. To the brave
and courageous lord,   Monsieur  Dumas,   Governor of
Pondichery. Salutations : The Governor of Masulipatam,
a person worthy of my favour and protection, Ghulam
Imam Sahib Khan has sent me a letter in which he speaks
about the extraordinary courage you have shown and
the preparations you made to resist the attack of Raghujl
Bhonsla by furnishing your fortresses with powder, can-
non, and other instruments of war necessary to chastise
that callous unhappy fellow (Raghujl). I am pleased to
note that you have given asylum in your settlement to
officers and servants of the Nawab.  I am further en-
chanted to hear that you acted in such an exemplary
manner in such calamitous circumstances. It is in view of
this, and having regard to your fidelity and attachment for

1Martinean, Dupleix et Finde Francaise, Vol. II, p. 22.
* History of French in India, p. 92,